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UAGC Horticulture Students Attend Planting 
of PlaNYC's Millionth Tree 

On Friday, November 20th, 
Daniel Tainow, UAGC's new 
Partnership Coordinator, 
accompanied UAGC 11th 
Grade Horticulture students, 
Chris Ayala and Emmanuel 
Santiago to Joyce Kilmer 
P a r k , o n t h e G r a n d 
Concourse in the Bronx, for 
the planting ceremony of the 
m i l l i o n t h t r e e . 
MillionTreesNYC, launched 
on Earth Day 2007, was part 
o f M a y o r M i c h a e l 
B l o o m b e r g ' s P l a N Y C 

initiative, an aggressive plan for transforming New York into a more 
sustainable city by the year 2030. At the planting ceremony, Ayala and Santiago had the opportunity 
to hear speeches from Mayor de Blasio, Mayor Bloomberg, City Council Speaker Mark-Viverito, Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell Silver, and New York Restoration Project (NYRP) founder Bette Midler. The 
speakers talked about why planting a million trees is so important for the urban environment, the 
challenges of planting one million new trees, and the importance of residents, and students like Ayala 
and Santiago, caring for and maintaining these trees. 

Following the ceremony, Tainow introduced Ayala and Santiago to a NYRP forester who said that she 
would consider hiring students like them to work the free tree givaways that they organize. Tainow 
also introduced Ayala and Santiago a NYC Parks forester who sites street trees, and who discussed 
the possibility of hiring students like them, due to their horticulture skills, to enhance tree beds. 
Ayala and Santiago also met a TreesCount 2015 team leader that was hired for his job because of 
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Mayor de Blasio addressing ceremony 
attendees.

UAGC COMMUNITY NEWS

(L-R) Santiago and Ayala 
p o s e w i t h t h e o n e 
millionth tree, an eight 
year old lacebark elm.

UAGC Horticulture students 
witness planting of 1,000,000th 
tree at Joyce Kilmer Park.

Expanding Student 
Opportunities for Learning

New Partnership Coordinator, with a 
long history in susta inabi l i ty 
education, joins UAGC staff to further 
expand students' experiences.



JANUARY 3, 2016 V2.I4

similar training to what they are receiving in their Horticulture 
program at UAGC, and, finally, they got to meet NYC Parks 
Commissioner Silver who dubbed them "future Parkies." 

Attending events like the millionth tree planting ceremony is an 
important aspect of the technical science curriculum at UAGC. 
These experiences contextualize the content knowledge and 
technical skill sets students master within the curriculum, and 
expose them to a range of career and environmental advocacy 
opportunities within the green economy. Organizing these 
learning opportunities for UAGC students is a key function of the 
Partnership Coordinator. 

New Partnership Coordinator Enriches Student 
Learning with Local Experience and Connections  

When UAGC's former Partnership Coordinator, 
Michelle Andry, left to take a position with New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority in 
June 2015, the competitive search for our next PC 
drew candidates from as far away as Boston and 
Pittsburg. We were excited to offer the position to 
Daniel Tainow, who joined the staff in mid November.  

Tainow left his position as the Education Director for 
the Lower East Side Ecology Center, where he 
organized and managed summer internships and field 
learning experiences for New York City high school 
students, including several from UAGC. "I have 
worked as an environmental educator for the NYC 
Compost Project and the Lower East Side Ecology 
Center for the past 10 years. I have taught thousands 
of students, [through field trips and internships]  
about how we have altered the environment in New 
York City, and then led opportunities for them to learn 

how they can improve the environment and re-green their neighborhood through composting, 
recycling, waste-reduction, and gardening... I had great experiences working with high school interns 
at the Ecology Center, and saw this position [at UAGC] as a way to create deeper connections with 
students as we guide them on their way to making a career out of improving their environment. ...My 
experience of working as a community partner for programs like the ones I am now trying to 
coordinate here at UAGC has helped me to prepare the students and the community groups that we 
work with to create better school/community partnerships, [and, more importantly, expanded 
learning opportunities for UAGC students]." 
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(L-R) Santiago and Ayala pose 
with a NYRP forester at the 
planting ceremony.

Dan Tainow on the green roof at The 
Lower East Side Ecology Center in East 
River Park. (photo: A. Gastelum)
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Tainow hit the ground running. On his third day at UAGC, he escorted two 11th Graders in the 
Horticulture pathway, Chris Ayala and Enmanuel Santiago, to the planting ceremony of the one 
millionth tree in Joyce Kilmer Park in the Grand Concourse section of the Bronx. "It was important to 
me to bring students to the planting of the millionth new tree in NYC because when the 
MillionTreesNYC program started 8 years ago, I consulted as part of the NYC Compost Project on the 
City’s plan to involve residents in the care and stewardship of these new trees based on the Master 
Composter program that I had been teaching. Also, one of my model programs at the Lower East Side 
Ecology Center was our Street Tree Internship Program, which leveraged getting more trees planted 
in our neighborhood by training and paying students to take care of the trees. I knew that the 
students who came with me to this celebration would have a chance to see the pride and excitement 
in everyone, from the Mayors and Park Commissioners to the students who worked summers to 
count trees, involved in accomplishing this citywide greening project."  

What's next for Tainow in the second half of the school year?  

"My goal for [the remainder of] this school year is to get to know the students and staff [better], so 
that I can connect us with all of the amazing green organizations that I have gotten to know over my 
10 years in NYC.  I want the students to know their options, so that they can choose the correct career 
path that is fulfilling to them and helps to improve our environment.  Longer term, I want to lead our 
students in greening the grounds and operation of the school itself..."  

Welcome, Dan! 
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