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Waging Peace: Educating Against the "Just 
Nuke 'Em" Mentality 
On May 1, Global History Teacher, Matthew 
Mazauskas hosted the Hibakusha Stories Project at 
UAGC for a group of 40 students, 9th - 12th grade. 
The Hibakusha Stories Project is a UN-affliated Non-
Governmental Organization dedicated to building a 
world free of nuclear weapons through story-telling 
and educating students about the US bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 9, 1945 
respectively. Deb Brindis convened the presentations 
by Clifton Truman Daniels, the grandson of President 
Harry S. Truman, and Yasuaki Yamashita, a 76-year-
old survivor of the bombing of Nagasaki.  

After being introduced by 
Mr. Mazauskas, students 
first heard from Ms. 
Brindis, who discussed 
with them the context of 
the Cold War and nuclear proliferation. According 
to Brindis, "at the height of the Cold War, there 
were 70,000 nuclear weapons" developed--as "a 
deterence to nuclear war." Though it's currently 
unknown just how many nuclear weapons the nine 
countries that possess them have today, it's 
estimated that there are 15,000 to 16,000 in 

existence -- "proof," Brindis said, "that these weapons can be destroyed" 
and that we can be a non-nuclear world. Brindis closed her introduction, 
interestingly, with Joseph Stalin's statement, "When one person dies, it's a 
tragedy, but when one million people die, it's a statistic." "Numbers, 
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numbers," Brindis offered, "sometimes it's easy to forget that 
each number is a person, an individual -- a man, a sister, a 
child... These numbers are not numbers. Each one is a 
person." 

Following Ms. Brindis, Clifton Truman Daniels spoke about 
growing up learning about the bombings, not from his 
grandfather, who never discussed them, but from his history 
textbooks, "which always portrayed the bombings as the best 
way to end the war through a demonstration of overwhelming 
might and force." Not apologizing for his grandfather's 
decision, or the national perspective of the US at that time, 
Daniels then explained the series of events that inspired him 
to educate about nuclear dissarmament, including his 
children's obsession the story, "Sadako and the Thousand 
Paper Cranes," and the powerful friendships he has developed 
with hibakusha (bomb-affected-people) starting with a 2012 
trip to Japan for the memorial ceremonies in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. "The survivors did not come to me in anger or 
crimination. They came to me for one thing: that I listen to 
their stories about the impact, the cost, of nuclear war."  

Yasuaki Yamashita followed, retelling his experience surviving 
the bombing of Nagaski when he was a 6-year-old boy, 
playing in the yard while his mother prepared lunch, and the 
additionally devastating experience trying to rebuild his life in 
the aftermath. With no food available, displaced survivors left 
the "grotesque inferno" of Nagasaki, and traveled throughout 
the countryside trying to find food and an opportunity to 
restart life as normal. According to Yamashita, there was little 
to no food, and nothing but discrimination for the survivors, 
no matter where they went within Japan.  

"I started telling my story in 1995. Until then, I kept it secret 
that I'm an atomic bomb survivor [because] they (the 
Japanese) said we carried a kind of contagious disease--they 
didn't want to be close to us, or have relationships with us... I 
had the chance in 1968 to move to Mexico--I took it as my 
chance to run away. In Mexico, no one knew me. I could be 
happy. But I wasn't." Yamashita had confided in a few close 
friends that he was a survivor, and, in 1995, when France 
tested their nuclear weapons in the Pacific, a friend's son 
called him and asked him to tell his story at his school. 
Though he initially declined, citing that it would be too 
painful, Yamashita ultimately told his story, and realized that 
"it felt good." Since then, Yamashita took every opportunity to 

!2

Global teacher Matt Mazauskas 
introduces the Hibakusha Project 

Seniors Luis De La Cruz, Saul Robles 
a n d S t e p h a n y C a s t i l l o w i t h 
Yamashita and Daniels 

Exchange of gifts: 1000 paper cranes 
made by students in Hiroshima, and 
bouquet from the UAGC garden 



MAY 25, 2015 V.1I.8

tell his experience "with people, students, children" finding it 
"important for people to know how dangerous it is to have 
nuclear weapons...[though] we survived the moment, it's not 
the moment. The suffering lasts forever: mentally, 
psychologically, and physically."  

Furthering the dialogue, students had the opportunity to pose 
questions to Yamashita, Daniels and Brindis. Students' 
questions included inquiries into why it's important for the 
hibakusha to tell their stories, what types of trouble Daniels has 
experienced from both Japanese and American citizens being 
Truman's grandson. Perhaps most moving was 10th Grader 
George Hernandez's question, "What is your opinion on the 
n e e d f o r 
revenge that 
can take hold 
of a country?" 
A f t e r a 
m o m e n t o f 

t h o u g h t , 
Yamashita offered: "We don't ask who is guilty and 
who is not...Sometimes, we don't understand which 
side was right or wrong, but an atomic bomb was 
dropped on a city, and it needs to be considered. I've 
never asked who is guilty. ...Please keep one word, 
just one word, peace, in your hearts. If you have a 
peaceful life, your friends also will have a peaceful 
life. You can't hate anyone. Hate creates another 
hate. It will be an unending story. Hate creates the 
fight, war. In war, nobody wins. Everybody suffers." 

The assembly ended with the exchange of gifts, 1000 
paper cranes made by students in Hiroshima, and a packet of seeds from a tree in Hiroshima that 
survived the bombing for the students of UAGC, and a bouquet composed of cut flowers and 
branches of flowering trees from UAGC's garden for Yamashita.  

Civil Rights Scholar and Psychology Professor 
Commends UAGC's Learning Culture  
Edmund Gordon, a distinguished professor of psychology from Teachers College, Columbia 
University, former advisor to Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, and former mentee of WEB DuBois, 
spent the day visiting UAGC on Tuesday, April 21. During his visit, Professor Gordon, observed in 
classes and spent time meeting with various staff members, as well as student members of both The 
Keepers of the Culture (KoC) and The Keepers of Unison (KoU), to learn about our community's 
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united effort to reform and develop teaching, learning 
and student agency and student-to-student 
accountability through our Learning Cultures model.  

During a thoughtful lunchtime discussion, the students 
from both the KoC and KoU courses explained how they 
are learning to internalize the theories and philosophies 
underpining Learning Cultures to exert influence and 
control within their academic courses to interrupt 
moments of educational injustice created by their peers' 
off-task behaviors and/or speech acts. This work, 
students holding their peers accountable for actions that 
promote their own learning, and the learning of their peers, is not without challenge--as 9th grader 
Johancarla Toconas relayed, "It's difficult when you're the only one. Everyone looks at you, and 

you're on the spot." In agreement, 10th grader George Hernandez 
added, "The thing about just coming into [an off-task] group...I feel 
it's like we just invaded their space. If we come to the table and tell 
them the expectations right away, that might make them feel 
intimidated. We should sit with them, spend some time, and adjust 
them." 

Reflecting on students' stories 
and experiences challenges their 
peers' to maintain the school's 
social norms and expectations 
around learning, Professor 

Gordon offered a challenge, "Do 
you have a sense of what [your peers'] reasons are for not 
wanting to participate? It might be something we can't see--they 
could be sick, or have a stomach ache, or a sprained ankle... 
However, one of you mentioned that it might be deliberate, 
which is a good point--you need to get to the cause so you can 
know how to intervene." In agreement, Principal Kerry Decker, 
echoed, "We need to know the reason so we can address the behavior, especially if it's undermining. 
If someone is not being promotive, we don't let it go...." "...We go right for it," interrupted Johancarla 
Toconas. "The way I see it," stated George Hernandez in response to Professor Gordon, "in college, a 
student isn't going to tell the professor, 'I'm not going to do your assignment because I have a cramp.' 
We're trying to let our peers know that they still need to work...no matter what."  

Supporting the efforts of the KoC and KoU, Professor Gordon explained the importance of tone and 
intentionality through his notion of invitational learning: "If I'm inviting a peer in, then the way to do 
it isn't to call attention to the way he doesn't fit, but to do it in a way that will help him fit. ...and your 
rationale for interrupting immediately is understandable; you don't want to let the student go on too 
far that they fall too far off track." "They need to feel wanted," said 11th Grader Rolando Diaz III.  
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Professor Gordon concluded his visit to UAGC by stating, "You have created a high performance 
learning community here. I've been in many of these communities, and they're nowhere near ahead 
of where you are."
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