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Sowing Knowledge with Experience 
When our former Horticulture 
teacher, Brendan McDermott, left in 
the middle of the fall semester, he left 
both a big hole to fill as the only 
teacher in our Horticulture program, 
as well as three major projects--
c u r r i c u l u m r e a l i g n m e n t , t h e 
rennovation of our school's garden, 
and the installation of our first green 
wall (the latter two funded generously 
by local Council Member and friend of 
UAGC, Helen Rosenthal)--open. 
After an exciting, 3-month search, 
during which we interviewed 14 
highly-qualified candidates from a 
range of positions, backgrounds and 
years of experience wit in the 
horticultural field, we are happy to 
welcome John Cannizzo into our 
school and community. A former ESL 
teacher in Bushwick, Cannizzo has since worked for 15 years with The Horticultural Society of New 
York, where he managed the GreenTeam Internship Program, emphasizing in green roofs, landscape 
gardening, and urban farm remediation and development. Cannizzo also brings experience from 
working with Bartow Pell Mansion Museum and Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger Farm Project. 

Whereas McDermott, our first Horticulture teacher, laid the groundwork for our program, 
developing the initial scope and sequence of our 9th - 12th grade pathway, Cannizzo, with his vast 
experience in teaching the field-based technical skills and knowledgebase sought for in employees 
within the local and regional Horticulture industry, is already elevating and advancing the program. 
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New Teacher,  
New Direction !

John Cannizzo, formerly of 
The Horticultural Society of 
New York, joined UAGC in 
M a r c h t o m o v e t h e 
Horticultre Program forward

UAGC COMMUNITY NEWS

UAGC Juniors learn about the 
varied offerings and opportunities 
of the CUNY system

Sustainable Engineering 
students experience their 
first  blower door test

(L-R): 9th Graders Ailene Garin, Liliana Hernandez, Roschellys 
Olivio transplant their hydroponically-started kale and chard 
seedlings with their teacher John Cannizzo. 9th Grader Maria 
Rosario with Algebra teacher Kerry Weltman
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"The world is a very challenging place," says Cannizzo. "The 21st Century 
can be very scary place, especially in a major urban setting – there’s 
unemployment and the threat of war, overpopulation and pollution. 
Teaching horticulture is a great way for people to become more centered 
within themselves, and to connect with the biggest system, which is our 
Earth, and to find their place within it; it makes us connected to the Earth 
and each other." 

In regard to Cannizzo's goals for the 9th - 12th grade Horticulture 
program, he states two immediate goals. Primarily, "to develop a relevant 
and meaningful course curriculum that the kids will respond to and learn 
from so that they move ahead...I have kids of my own, and I think about 
teaching this way: if it was my kid sitting in my class, how would I want 
them to be engaged?" Additionally, "for our students to take an active role 
in the maintenance of our immediate school community–where it can be 
gardened and greened. To make the environment here sustainable—at the 
hands of the students so that it’s not just dependent on me. There is a deep 
concentration when working with seeds and plants. There’s a broken 
connection between plants and humans, and this program creates an 
opportunity to mend that."  

Philosophically and practically, Cannizzo wants  his students to "be able to 
find careers out there–in a world where we’re seeing a lot more of how 
everything is actually connected. We’re seeing now just how connected the 
environment and its health is to our health and society's health. This kind 
of education leads to community development and inter-personal 
connection. We can create communities that are greener, that are closer." 
Then, paraphrasing environmentalist Wendell Berry, Cannizzo mused, 
"this generation is not going to inherit the world from us–we’re just 
borrowing it from them. This is their world, and we need to make sure we 
hand it back to them in good shape." 
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Pictured (top to bottom): 9th Graders Devon Hernandez and 
Sayvon Kelly, preparing the ground for planting; 10th Grader 
Loera Pacheco, watering cucumber plants; 10th Graders Arnold 
Perez and Jeremy Munoz transplanting their hydroponically-
started cucumbers with their teacher. 
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College Advice, Options, and Opportunities 
On Wednesday, April 1, 2015, 
Thomas Heymann, an admissions 
counselor from CUNY's Welcome 
Center, presented to UAGC's 70 
11th Graders. This assembly, set 
up by UAGC College Counselor 
Mike Campanelli, who joined 
UAGC in January 2014, is one of 
the first formally-organized efforts 
to expand the reach and impact of 
UAGC's still young and growing 
college office to all of our 
students.  

In his presentation, Heymann 
counseled students on how to 
thoughtfully and strategically 
apply to six CUNY schools: 2 
reach, 2 perfect match and 2 safety 

schools. "This strategy," explained Heymann, "will provide you with a good variety of options, 
including the opportunity of entering into the CUNY system with the ability to transfer schools if 
desired." In terms of financial aid and academic scholarship programs, Heymann explained that 
"60% of CUNY students attend tuition free" and that "80% of CUNY students graduate debt free" -- a 
thrilling fact in this economy. 

Students asked a host of questions, ranging from study abroad options (worldwide and domestic, 
including Hawaii, Alaska and Queens County--the most diverse county in the United States) to 
desired New York State Regents scores for Math and English (80 and 75 respectively, to avoid 
mandatory remedial coursework).  

What did students leave the presentation reflecting upon? Arianna Perez wanted to learn more about 
the major programs at Lehman College in the Bronx. Kyle Herb was interested in the variety of study 
abroad options--liking the idea of learning a new language and about a different culture by living with 
a host family. Denzel Hunt (along with several of his peers) was motivated to retake his Regents for 
higher scores to become a more competitive candidate for the CUNY Macaulay Honors College. 
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Blower Door Testing in Sustainable Engineering 
On Thursday, April 2, 2015, Dan Rieber and Jordan 
Bonomo from the Northern Manhattan Improvement 
Corporation (NMIC) conducted a demonstration blower 
door test for a joint class containing a section of Chris Sedita's 
11th Grade Advanced Sustainable Engineering, and Ronen 
Gamil's 12th Grade Sustainable Buildings classes. While 
Bonomo constructed the blower door apparatus, and installed 
it into the classroom door frame, Rieber discussed the purpose 
of the blower door test. Students learned that blower door 
testing was developed to diagnose leaks in a residential 

building's envelope* that result in air flow that creates heat/cooling loss, uncomfortable drafts, and, 
potentially, moisture-related problems. Trained energy auditors, like those working with NMIC, 
conduct blower door tests to determine the air-tightness of a residence for the purpose of making 

energy-saving recommendations to the 
homeowner.  

Bonomo also both demonstrated, and 
explained why and how to use a thermal 
imaging camera during a test to read the 
heat signatures of a room, particularly 
around windows, vents, electrial outlets, 
and where walls and ceilings join (all sites 
for potential leaks). The thermal imaging 
camera will also show the auditorhow well 
insulation in a wall is performing, and 

where it might need to be replaced.  

With the blower door installed and 
activated, Rieber explained that the 
fan simulates a 20 mile-an-hour 
wind, pulling the air out of the 
house. "During the test, an auditor," 
Rieber explained, "uses a digital manometer to measure the 
differential in pressure from the inside and the outside of the 
house, and the severity of air leaks in the building's envelope." 
"Following the initial test," Rieber went on, "we make 
weatherization recommendations to the homeowner. Once [the 
homeowner] finishes weatherizing, we retest to see if the leaks 
are all sealed. ...The goal is to reduce energy bills through 
weatherization."
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Dan Rieber introduces the blower 
door as Jordan Bonomo constructs 
the apparatus in the background.

Rieber shows (l to r), Sulema 
Castillo, Kimberly Escolastico, 
Ronen Gamil (teacher), Malik 
Dunn and Todd McGaney how to 
read the digital manometer.

Bonomo takes a heat 
signature reading with a 
thermal imaging camera. 

Bonomo activates the 
installed blower door.


