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How Does Our Garden Grow? 
Working in collaboration with City Council Member Helen 
Rosenthal, The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers 

r e c e i v e d t w o c a p i t a l 
improvment grants for interior 
and exteriorscaping  projects 
dedicated to enhance both 
UAGC's Horticulture program 
a s w e l l a s t h e p h y s i c a l 
appearance of the Louis D 
Brandeis Campus. UAGC began 
their first phase of renewel, an 
ovehaul of the school's garden 

on the corner of 84th and 
Amsterdam Avenue, in December 2014.  

UAGC's garden, a living classroom and rare element for an urban 
public high school, has been largely underused. The students in our 
10th - 12th grade Horticulture program, many of whom work 
throughout the summer thanks to our ongoing partnerships with 
GrowNYC and Jacob's Pickles/Jacob's Digs, have focused 
exclusively on using and maintaining roughly 1/3 of the plot as an 
active vegetable garden, learning about plan life cycle, garden 
maintenance, and how to harvest both the fruit and seeds from 
vegetables they've planted. However, due to curriculum limitations, 
the remainder of the plot was largely ignored other than to perform 
basic maintenance and upkeep. Not only will the exteriorscaping 
capital grant provide an opportunity to revamp the garden, but will, 
therefore, provide the catalyst for broadening the scope of the 
Horticulture program curriculum. Working with Darrel 
Morrison, Landscape Architect and neighbor of UAGC, our 
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Garden Rebirth 
!

In collaboration with City Council 
Member Helen Rosenthal, UAGC's 
garden is transformed and reborn. 
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Landscape Architect and Columbia 
University Professor of Landscape 
Design, Darrel Morrison, guides 10th 
Grade through his creative process. 


Overgrown Wisteria and Taxus, 
and dead ground cover before 
pruning began.  
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students are developing a multifacted plan to include plots for a 
shade garden, a pollinator garden and vegetable and herb gardens 
(read more in the Sustainability Speakers Series article below).  

The signifacant refurbishment of the garden includes the removal of 
all non-native plant species, the removal of four trees (one dead, and 
three non-native), and the strategic pruning of two other trees. The 
Goddard Riverside Green Keepers began the overhaul in 
December 2014 with the removal of Wisteria vines, non-native 
groundcover and shrubs, and the pruning of bushes and shade trees. 
The more significant tree removal and pruning will commence in 
January/February 2015.  

In late winter/early spring 2015, our students, further under the 
guidance of Darrel Morrison, will begin planting all native species of 
trees, plants, flowers, vegetables and herbs. 

It is our goal and intention, with this support from Helen Rosenthal, 
to open our improved garden classroom to the public for all to share, 
learn and enjoy.  

!
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Landscape Art and Design  
On December 12, 2014, Darrel Morrison, Landscape Architect, Professor of Landscape Design, and 

neighbor of UAGC, presented to a section of our 10th 
Grade Horticulture Program, their teacher Sonia Rigby, 
and Michelle Andry, UAGC Partnership Coordinator. 
The focus of Morrison's presentation was to introduce 
students to both his creative design process as well as to 
showcase several of his completed designs as a means to 
inspire the students' own design ideas for how the 
garden plot can be transformed.  

Morrison's presentation included topographic maps 
showing contours and groups of vegetation, garden 
features like paths and water bodies, several of his 
sketches, and photographs of early and late stage growth. 
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Goddard Riverside Green Keepers 
at work; Sophomores Vinny S and 
Emmanuel S inspect soil in raised 
beds; pruned Taxus (Wisteria 
removed) and groomed beds.
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Morrison, a proponent of native species, 
explained his reasoning for why to choose 
natives over exotics, to the students, "The idea 
of working with natives that live together 
naturally leads to something attractive. When 
we start throwing plants from all over 
t o g e t h e r , w e g e t w h a t l o o k s l i k e 
misfits...diversity created by a variety of 
species, especially species that grow together, 
creates an exciting process and result." 

Following his presentation, Morrison created 
an opportunity for students to ask questions 
and  create an on-the-spot plot plan using his design process. When asked if the new UAGC garden, a 
garden of native species, will appear natural like the examples of his other professional projects, 
Morrison explained, "To the average eye, it will look like the garden has gone wild. But, in truth it is 
very planned. After time, the edges will blur, but there will be a pattern." When asked by 10th Grader 
Martin S, "Once the garden is growing, how will we determine if plants are there that we don’t want," 
Morrison responded, "If they don’t look like what we planted, then we know it’s a weed and we will 
have to pull it. There will be a lot of weeding early on. Annual weeds will like the fresh soil of the new 
garden." Morrison further added, "We can approach planning and planting by thinking about what 
we plant in the spring of 2015 will look like in the spring of 2016."
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10th Grader Martin S engages Morrison in his design process; Morrison demonstrates his design proces


