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Teaching and Learning for the 21st Century 
The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers is a Learning Cultures school. Learning 
Cultures is an instructional and curricular model 
Kerry Decker, our principal, co-developed with 
NYU literacy professor and expert, Cynthia 
McAllister, while  Principal Decker was still at the 
helm of her former school (PS 126, The Jacob Riis 
School) in the Lower East Side. UAGC implemented 
Learning Cultures as a comprehensive school 
reform model in 2012, a year prior to Principal 
Decker assuming the leadership position at UAGC. 
Principal Decker's arrival in 2013 cemented the 
model as the vision and inspiration for what school 
and learning can be for students--specifically, 
students for whom school has historically been 
unresponsive and unfulfilling.  

We are a Learning Cultures school because we believe that every student can reach high learning 
standards, that students are most successful when they are held responsible for their own learning, 
and that authentic learning is a social process--requiring students to engage in cooperative inquiry, 
free exchange of ideas and questions, and the pursuit of student/peer-intentionality.  

To support this belief across every classroom, students’ learning experiences 
are framed by common practices. Our students are given direct access to the 
standards, the curriculum, and a wide variety of resources with which to meet 
and exceed the expectations of the standards. By learning to navigate the 
resources of their classroom, and to communicate and collaborate effectively, 
students gain the college and career-ready skills that empower them to learn 
and master learning standards, responsibly achieve their own learning 
intentions, and to promote the learning of their peers. In every class, our students experience the 
same simple set of classroom practices, routines and structures we call Formats. The Formats are 
designed to support students to take increased responsibility for their learning than is the case in 
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traditional, teacher-centered classrooms, in which content is 
transmitted and directed exclusively by the teacher. The rules, roles 
and expectations of the Formats provide the students and teachers 
with a framework for promoting student independence and 
autonomy, deeper levels of engagement, peer-to-peer collaboration, 
critical thinking, and achievement.  

UAGC made the choice to be a Learning Cultures school so that we 
can provide your children with the best, most college- and career-
ready education possible. Every year, new students entered our 
school unprepared for the intellectual and academic demands of high 
school and life after high school. Our students could not work 
effectively with their classmates. They could not communicate 
clearly. They didn’t ask questions, and too often didn’t know they 
were allowed to ask questions. They took little personal responsibility 
for their learning—expecting all of their teachers to just tell them 
what to do, what to think and what to say. They lacked adequate 
work, study and writing skills. They didn’t know how to learn, and 
they didn’t know how to think critically.  

We know that the best way to achieve our school’s mission, preparing 
your children for success in college and the 21st Century economy, 
your children need to know how to identify challenges and novel 
questions, and determine how best to address and overcome those 
challenges through collaborative problem-solving, effective 
communication, and strong writing. 

You can learn more about Learning Cultures by touring our 
school during one of our Fall Open Houses, or by visiting 
www.learningcultures.net.  

Sustainability Banker Offers Challenge and Future 
Andy Padian, the Board President of GreenHomeNYC and Vice Board Chair of the Northeast 
Sustainable Energy Association, kicked off a monthly Sustainability Speakers' Series illuminating the 
varied job opportunities that exist within the Building Science 
field. Padian spent the day speaking to  Chris Sedita's 11th grade 
Advanced Sustainable Engineering and Jim Lane's 12th grade 
Sustainable Building Operations students.  

During one of his lectures, Padian explained that Building 
Scientists, simply put, help make buildings more energy efficient 
to save owners more money and to improve the overall health 
and safety of the occupants. The problems, as Padian stated, are 
that "architects and engineers don't [consider the health or safety 
of occupants] within their designs," that "buildings use too much 
energy and water" and that "most building owners are unaware" 
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of this. Padian concluded that "from [building] porters to supers to engineers and architects, there 
aren't enough young people [entering] the building industry" to address and solve these problems of 
sustainability.  

Starting this fall, UAGC will host Padian's 10-session Building Principles course for industry 
professionals pursuing further certification. Padian is offering free seats to every interested UAGC 
student who can commit the time, and will even cover the cost of the certification exam fee. As 
further incentive, Padian guaranteed any student who passes the licensure exam a summer 
internship in an engineering firm, architecture firm or bank. "I'm offering you a hard challenge...and 
[if you accept] you'll have to crank the whole time." After a slight pause, Padian declared, "I've gotten 
one person a [Building Science] job every month for the last three years--earning $60,000 - 
$100,000." Students who pass the exam will be listed as a nationally-certified  Multi-Family Building 
Analyst by the Building Performance Institute. Sound like a good opportunity? Senior Gabrielle J. 
thought so. "This is something that I want to do...this can jump my career." 

Two First-Year Teachers Discuss Their Drive   
Chris Bohl (12th Grade Physics) and Chris Sedita (10th & 11th Grade Sustainable Engineering) are  
first-year teachers at The Urban Assembly School for Green Careers. 

Chris Bohl: A big focus this year is for students to learn 
the physics of the topics that interest them most. Today, I 
had a too-long conversation with a student who wanted to 
know why the volleyball curves the way it does when you 
apply backspin… Agency for students is built into the 
classes and school by design. The freedom...for students to 
[pursue their] interests is [what's] so great about this 
school... Once students start learning more about physics, 
they’ll be able to just stand up and share their personal 

understanding in [topics of passion]. This student can go back to her volleyball team and explain why 
and how backspin works, how it affects a volleyball. Adulthood is when someone knows something 
well, becomes an expert and can explain it to someone else.   

Chris Sedita: To a certain extent, we have to prepare our 
students for the jobs that are out there. Building Science is 
at the top of the list; it’s where the jobs are right now--it's 
all around us. Everyone wonders why their building leaks, 
has mold growing on the walls, why it’s cold in the middle 
of the summer, too hot, etc...we all have had questions 
about these problems, and maybe we’ve even wondered 
how we can solve them. Studying Building Science enables 
students to understand the why, and to then be able to 
address the how. Most high school students don’t know 
what they want to do. Or, they think that they do, but they likely won’t actually pursue that path. An 
education in Building Science can be a gateway into an industry that can offer diverse careers for a lot 
of students--and they might not know it yet. 
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